Nomencurator

· Keep better track of dates to allow to follow the use od names etc through time -> split up date items

· Store rank together with kingdom

· Important question: how to get all the details we want to store and what to do if we can’t get them

· Important info: accepted/valid

· Synonymy:

· Technical (simplest homonymy)

· Practical (concept synonymy)

· Two sets of names for sets of organisms if concept appears in more than one kingdom  <- this is justification to store kingdom with concept

· In nomencurator  for every ‘concept’ at least one “belongTo” is stored. While this is not necessarily the kingdom, kingdom can be derived from it

· Types of publication:

· Alpha papers = species level description, not necessarily a new name

· Original = new name

· Beta paper = synthesis into groups

· Identification papers = mention names

· Rules of nomenclature break literature chain (names are not good enough to go back to the original publication)

· Syntype != holotype

· Nomencurator task/requirements:

· Nomenclature server (give me all synonyms)

· Purely names

· Everything that might possibly be relevant to do a revision

· Tracking the change of names

· Linkage of use of names (no difference between identification & classification)

· Revision means you are creating a hierarchy (if only one level) – completeness makes it different to just putting something into a hierarchy

· Information one can get from a identification paper

· Name is still valid

· Extends the taxon concept (this is important for taxonomists; impossible for database/theory)

· People might identify something according to a rediscription

· Genbank has no useful hierarchy; don’t know what it is

· Name usage: revision OR identification (ecological observation)

· How much new description is required to turn an identification into a new revision?

· Authority = name author, Usage = concept author   BUT usage can also be identification or any other related information

Common problem: find authoritive reference, no other database stores this info

· ZooRecord is equivalent to IPNI; has a name checker to find homonyms

Cowan S.T. 1965 “Principles and practice of bacterial taxonomy” 38, 143-155:

3 legs of taxonomy:

· nomenclature

· identification

· classification

